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Seattle and Portland and the state of Idaho on the north, and Los Angeles
and southern Nevada on the south, to reach Salt Lake City in Utah and
connect with lines that radiate from there eastward. Many little branch
railways run to mines.
East of the conspicuous railroad centers formed by Salt Lake City and
by Spokane in eastern Washington the same kind of irregular, widely
spaced railway pattern continues until the east side of the Rockies is
reached. It does not pay to build many railways in high mountains. The
eastern base of the Rockies is evident in the railway map because it is
followed approximately by a railroad which begins in the far south at
El Paso (Texas) and goes north through Albuquerque and Santa Fe
(New Mexico), Pueblo and Denver (Colorado), and Cheyenne (Wyom-
ing) to Montana. Irrigation from rivers .that flow out of the Rockies is
a great factor in building up prosperous cities and smaller oases that need
this railroad to connect them with one another. Another oasis railroad
comes into El Paso from the west. It lies close to the Mexican border
and connects the San Diego oasis with the one formed by the Colorado
River in the Imperial Valley, and with others in southern Arizona and
New Mexico, including the main oasis of the Rio Grande at El Paso.
Farther east a new railway pattern is seen in the "High Plains," as we
call them when we recall that Denver lies a full mile above the sea, or
the "Dry Plains," as we say when we take note of the fact that they lie
in the great rainshadow of the Rockies. Here for an east-west distance
of 300 to 500 miles few railroads run north and south in the western
parts of Texas, Kansas, Nebraska, and the Dakotas, Nevertheless, at
intervals of 50 to 100 miles railroads run east and west. The short grass
and sagebrush in this part of the central plains indicate dryness. This
explains the absence of cities large enough to warrant the building of rail-
roads except those that connect the East with the West.
At about the 100th meridian west of Greenwich the railroad pattern
suddenly changes from widely separated parallel lines to a close network.
Here the rainfall is sufficient to support the tall grass of the prairies.
Hence agriculture thrives, the population becomes more dense, and the
railroads follow suit. Prosperous commercial cities are located along this
vegetational border, or a little east of it. A Texas group includes San
Antonio, Houston with Galveston, Fort Worth, and Dallas. Farther
north Oklahoma claims Tulsa, as well as Oklahoma City. The latter lies
on the Arkansas River which comes from Wichita, a similar center of
commerce in Kansas. Farther north along the Missouri River we find
Kansas City divided between Missouri and Kansas, and Omaha in
Nebraska, with Des Moines farther east in Iowa. Winnipeg in Canada
on the Red River of the North belongs to this same commercial type.

